The effect of fenoterol on fetal metabolism: cord blood studies.
Albumin, total protein, total bilirubin, glucose, cholesterol, triglycerides, blood urea nitrogen, alkaline phosphatase and glutamic oxaloacetic transaminase levels were determined in the serum of cord blood of neonates born to mothers previously treated with the betamimetic drug fenoterol. The results were compared with those of untreated controls. More deviations from the control were found if the interval between termination of treatment and delivery was shorter than 48 hours. A longer drug-free interval seems more favourable for the metabolic balance of the newborns. Newborns whose mother has received beta-sympathomimetic tocolytic treatment need careful supervision.